
Exams & Revision - Information

• The following slides have information from
Heads of Department to help guide you and
your child with revision tips/resources and
what to expect in this summers GCSE exams.

• A copy of this information will go onto the
school website for you to access as and when
needed.



ENGLISH LITERATURE - GCSE

This GCSE encourages students to develop skills in reading and 
responding to moderns texts, poems, plays and 19th century texts.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel - 40%

Section A: Shakespeare: MACBETH

Section B The 19th-century novel: A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Paper 2:  Modern Texts and Poetry - 60%

Section A Modern texts: AN INSPECTOR CALLS

Section B Poetry: POWER & CONFLICT CLUSTER

Section C: Unseen poetry



What you can do to help…

 Keep an eye out for Literature Revision! 
Pupils will be bringing plenty of 
revision material home, including past 
exam questions as the year progresses

 Access the texts outside of class – your 
child has studied the texts in class but 
any exposure – even to adaptations –
will help

 Talk to your child about what they have 
studied – explaining the bigger ideas 
behind a poem, play or novel is useful 
revision

 Allow your house to be covered in 
quotes! This is a closed book exam, so 
looking at key quotes little and often is 
vital for success

 Encourage your child to access 
recommended websites and podcasts. 
These are excellent for providing clear, 
visual summaries of key concepts

 Consider buying the recommended 
revision guides from Amazon for a little 
extra help



Exam 1
1C 

Islam

Exam 2
2B 

Christianity

1 Muslim Beliefs

2 Marriage & the Family

3 Living the Muslim Life

4 Matters of Life & Death

1 Christian Beliefs 

2 Crime & Punishment 

3 Living the Christian Life

4 Peace & Conflict

Exam Board: Edexcel 
Course: Religious Studies B 

Assessment: 100% Exam

1 hour & 45 minutes each

GCSE (9-1) 
Religious 
Studies

1. There are two exams.
2. Each exam is 1 hour and 45 

minutes.
3. Each exam paper has the 

following format:
FOUR Sections each contain a  4 
part question (A,B,C,D)
You must answer ALL QUESTIONS 
from all 4 sections. 
You should spend 25 minutes per 
question.
• A (3 Marks) Outline.
• B (4 Marks) Explain. 
• C (5 Marks) Explain + Sources of 

wisdom and authority.
• D (12 Marks + 3 SPAG) Evaluate 

extended writing response.
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What you can do to help…

 Consider buying the recommended Edexcel 
revision guides from us for £ 2.50 (5.99 on 
Amazon)

 Talk to your child about what they have studied –
discussing the ethical and philosophical 
questions religion raises can be helpful and 
enjoyable.

 Allow your house to be covered in quotes and 
Sources of Wisdom & Authority! This is a closed 
book exam, so memorising  key quotes is 
essential to do well.

 Encourage your child to access recommended 
websites and podcasts. These are excellent for 
providing clear, visual summaries of key concepts 
e.g. BBC Bitesize.

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies B
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GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies B for Edexcel 

Christianity & Islam 
Revision Guide 

(Published on he 29th of September 2017)  

How much? 
- £2.50  (£5.99 on Amazon) 

- Free for any pupils on FSM.

Where?  
- Pay 2.50 to the finance office, they will give you a slip.
- Bring the slip to Mr. Marley in 216 and he will give you 

the Revision Guide.

When? ASAP 

Do I need it to revise all of it? 
NO! Look at the sheet on the back and only revise the 

topics studied.



Mathematics

Target your revision

Use your Personal 
Learner Checklist



Use the mathswatch
timetable

Use the Pixl app – this now contains 
personal tasks specific to the 

questions you got wrong in your mock

Drop in and ask for help
001 – any day after school

117 – Thursday (higher clinic)

Practise as many questions as 
possible – you can access these on 

frog



£3.00

£2.50

£7.80
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How can you help?

 Talk to your child about what they are revising.
 Encourage your child to access recommended websites, podcasts and apps. 
 Consider buying the recommended revision guides for a little extra help.
 Pupils can access lots of revision material on frog and use their folders / books.



This GCSE encourages students to think like a ‘geographer’. Students develop 
their understanding of different geographical concepts and current issues as 
well as skills necessary to carry out geographical enquiries.

Paper 1 = Theme 1, 2 and 3 =  three 32-mark tasks = 40% of qualification
Using a variety of different question types, and application of knowledge and 
skills (similar in style to end of topic assessments pupils completed in lessons) 

Paper 2 = “Problem Solving Paper” = three sections = 30% of qualification 
Structured questions about a geographical issue, choosing a solution and 
justifying reasons for your choice, using a variety of different skills and resources. 

Paper 3 = Fieldwork Exam Paper = three sections = 30% of qualification
Variety of skills and resources assessing fieldwork methodology, geographical 
concept and thinking about the wider UK context (Pupils will need to refer to 
knowledge from field-work completed in Wales and Birmingham).





Maths content in Science 
• Decimal form
• Standard form 
• Multiplying in standard form 
• Ratios, fractions and 

percentages 
• Estimation 
• Significant figures
• Statistics
• Displaying data and 

manipulating graphs (tangents, 
area under) 

• Order of magnitude calculation
• Algebra 
• SI units and metric prefixes.
• Geometry and trigonometry



Science Revision guides 



Kerboodle for Science



GCSE pod for Science



myGCSEscience.com

Every year 11 student has been given a free login 
worth £49.50 
It includes videos, notes sheets and practice exam 
papers. 

USE IT!



Task 1:
• Create, rehearse and 

perform TWO solo 
dances based on the 
theme of 
‘Contradiction’.

Independent revision:
• Use the studio to 

rehearse on a Monday 
or Thursday lunchtime.

Task 2:
• Type up a letter explaining 

their skills and experiences 
in dance in exam 
conditions.

• Include a write up about 
their two solo dances.

Independent revision:
• Write a list of their 

personal skills and 
qualities, and experiences 
that may help get a job.

• Make notes on their solo 
dances during rehearsals, 
including writing out key 
motifs.

BTEC 

DANCE

UNIT 1



Coursework: 60%

Performance: 30%
Some pupils have completed all 
performances, others still have them 
to do,  Where they still need to be 
completed, encourage at least 20m 
focused practise a day. 

Composition: 30%
Two compositions. Again, nearly 
complete. Some pupils need to do an 
after school session to achieve the best 
possible marks.

Listening Paper 40%

Eight questions, from multiple choice 
and short answer to long answer. The 
questions are answered whilst 
listening to various (unheard) music 
extracts to which they relate. 

Encourage broad listening along the 
following lines: 

AoS2: The Concerto Through Time

AoS3: Rhythms of the World 

AoS4: Film Music

AoS5: Conventions of Pop. 

Music GCSE



Suggested Revision Aids

• Notes from school.

• YouTube channel: OCR GCSE 
Music (9-1 Spec) Virtual Textbook.

• Revision guide published by 
Rhinegold OCR GCSE Music 
Revision Guide. 

• Practise analysing music using the 
MAD TSHIRT acronym guide sheet. 

• Listening to orchestral instruments 
online to familiarise yourself with 
recognising them. Try 
http://www.philharmonia.co.uk
/explore/instruments

Music GCSE



BTEC Performing Arts Drama
Unit 1- Individual Showcase

Monologues

and

Letter of application



Students will perform:
• 2 Monologues (1 

classical, 1 
contemporary)

• 2-3 minutes long
• In front of a live 

audience
• No scripts
• Theme: 

CONTRADICTION

Students will write:
• A letter of application 

for a performing arts 
course.

• That explains your 
choice of 
monologues

• That explains the 
skills you have gained 
across your BTEC.

Unit 1



What they will need to be 
doing:
• Watching clips of 

professional 
performances of the 
piece.

• Understanding character 
intentions

• Developing movement 
and gestures for their 
character

• Deciding on costume and 
props required for 
performance

• Learning lines

How you can help:
• Practice lines with them
• Watch their 

performance whilst they 
are developing it

• Question what the 
monologue is about so 
they can teach you and 
show their own deeper 
understanding of what 
they’re doing

• Access Youtube clips of 
the monologue they are 
doing



Unit 1 first live performances
ALL parents are invited to watch 

their child perform.

Tuesday 27th February 2018

OR

Thursday 1st March 2018



PRODUCT DESIGN - GCSE

Product Design enables students to design and make 
products with creativity and originality, using a range of 

materials and techniques.

Unit 1: Written Paper (45551)
40% of total marks
2 hours
120 marks
Candidates answer all questions in two sections 
Section A- Pre-Release material issued in march 2018

plus

Unit 2: Design and Making Practice (45552)
60% of total marks
Approximately 45 hours
90 marks
Consists of a single design and make activity selected from 
a range of board set tasks



What you can do to help…

 Encourage your child to 
access recommended 
websites and podcasts. These 
are excellent for providing 
clear, visual summaries of key 
concepts

 Look at mock papers and 
mark schemes with your 
child. 

 Talk though the answer to 
exam questions.

 Help your child to recall and 
understand the meaning of 
key subject terminology. 

 Support your child with the 
research, design and 
development of ideas to 
support hem with section A 
of the written exam. 



GCSE French

 Four exams
100% of the GCSE
Reading, writing, listening,     
speaking



 Foundation: 45 mins; Higher: 60 mins

Reading from various sources (including 
novels/plays)

 Section A: Q&A in English; Section B: Q&A 
in French; Section C: translation into 
English (F: min 35 words; H: min 50 words)

NB There is a lot to read in the time allowed

NB mark scheme is lenient with accuracy in 
Section B – emphasis on communication and 
understanding  

READING



LISTENING

F: 35 mins, H: 45mins (with 5mins reading) 

Section A: Q&A in English, Section B: Q&A in 

French

Mark scheme is generous with Section B language 

– emphasis on communication and understanding 

rather than grammatical accuracy.

Specimen paper has sentence starters and 

candidates only enter adjectives 

More multiple choice as paper gets harder

Literary extract in both tiers; very hard but only 2 

marks.

Sentences are longer / more wordy than legacy 

specification and so picking out information is key



SPEAKING

Foundation: 7-9 mins, Higher: 10-12 mins + 
preparation time 12 mins
Role-play: F: 2 mins, H: 2 mins; 15 marks; 
students must ask 1 questions
Photo card: F: 2 mins, H: 3 mins; 15 marks; 3 of 
5 questions are on the photo card; 1 = 
surprise; 1 = students forms question
General conversation: F: 3-5 mins, H: 5-7 mins; 
30 marks; 2 themes are discussed, candidate 
choses 1st theme. 
Candidates cannot use notes for the General 
Conversation 



WRITING

Foundation: 60 mins, Higher: 75 mins
F: Q1: Describe photo card (4 sentences); Q2: 
40 words of basic French; Q3: translation 
En>Fr (fairly simple sentences); Q4: 90 words 
more complex French; register can change
H: Q1 choice of 2 questions; 90 words of 
complex French; register can vary; Q2: 150 
words; open-ended writing task; choice of 2; 
‘to interest, to inform, to convince’; Q3: 
translation En>Fr 50 words minimum



Paper 1 – British Thematic Study with Historic Environment
52 Marks                         30% weighting                          1hour 15 mins

Thematic Study (20%) Historic Environment (10%)

Warfare and British 
society c1250 to present

London and the second 
World War 1939-45

Paper 2 – Period Study and British Depth Study
64 Marks                         40% weighting                          1hour 45 mins

Period Study (20%) British Depth Study (20%)

Super Power Relations and
the Cold War 1941-91

Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England c1060-88

Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study
52 Marks                         30% weighting                          1hour 20 mins

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39

Queensbridge History Department
GCSE Examinations 2018

Monday 
4th June

Friday
8th

June

Tuesday
12th

June



Key tips for History revision:

• Follow the topic plan that you have been 
given.

• Identify your strengths and weaknesses 
and work on your weaknesses.

• Keep a revision file.

• Mix it up – use different revision 
resources for a greater variety.

• Divide the topics into manageable chunks.

• A little and often  is more useful than 
longer  and seldom.

• Retest and revisit  - review what you did 
in earlier sessions to keep it fresh.

• Share the load – work collaboratively.  
Divide up topics, teach and test each 
other.

• Have a History Wall  at home– create 
timelines of key events people and 
developments to give yourself the big 
picture and see patterns and change.
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Art GCSE 

Portfolio work is worth 60% - This work is what 
the mock results are based on (I, Me, Mine 
sketchbook and final piece). 

External Assessment – 40% - Externally set 
project which started last week.  Pupils will 
produce preparatory work and a final piece for 
this project.



How can you help? 

- Encourage your child to visit recommended 
websites for artist links and discuss the 
relevant work with them.

- Encourage your child to take photographs 
relevant to their exam theme.

- Talk to your child about ideas for final pieces 
related to their exam theme.



Computer Systems Exam
Worth 50%

• Systems Architecture
• Memory
• Storage
• Wired and wireless 

networks
• Network topologies, 

protocols and layers
• System security
• System software
• Ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental concerns

Computational Thinking, 
Algorithms and 

Programming Exam
Worth 50%

• Algorithms

• Programming techniques

• Producing robust programs

• Computational logic

• Translators and facilities of 
languages

• Data representation

GCSE (9-1) OCR Computer Science



WJEC Business Studies



OCR Cambridge Nationals in Creative 
iMedia

Afterschool Sessions every 
week:

Tuesday – Thursday 3.05-
4.05pm

Booster sessions (for those 
looking to get grades L2D-L2M)

Catch-up sessions (for those 
who are struggling with course 

content or those who miss a 
lesson)

Examination Overview

R081 – Exam (25%)
Pre-production Skills

1 hour 15mins – 60 marks

R087 – Coursework (25%)
Interactive multimedia product

R085 – Coursework (25%)
Multi-page website

R082 – Coursework (25%)
Digital graphic product



97%

Attendance Target
ATTENTION: 

THERE IS VERY LITTLE TIME LEFT BEFORE 
EXAMS START. WE NEED ALL YEAR 11 
PUPILS TO MAINTAIN 100% ATTENDANCE 
FOR THE REST OF THIS SCHOOL YEAR!

PLEASE MAKE ANY MEDICAL/OTHER 
APPOINTMENTS ON WEEKENDS OR 
EVENINGS WHENEVER POSSIBLE TO 
AVOID MISSING LESSONS AT THIS 
CRUCIAL TIME!



Attendance Matters

Attendance % for 
Year

Days Absent Approximate Weeks Approx Number of 
Lessons Missed

95% 9 Days 2 Weeks 52 Lessons

90% 19 Days 4 Weeks 104 Lessons

85% 29 Days 6 Weeks 156 Lessons

80% 38 Days 8 Weeks 205 Lessons

75% 48 Days 10 Weeks 260 Lessons

70 % 57 Days 11.5 Weeks 299 Lessons

65% 67 Days 13.5 Weeks 351 Lessons



underachieving ex-student


