
Friday 20th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

After welcoming pupils back to school in January, I would like to take this opportunity to thank many 
parents/carers for supporting the fantastic attendance we have seen from so many pupils across the 
year groups. For year 11 the approach to exams, post mocks, is now very much a reality and for all 
pupils at Queensbridge, we value every moment each child spends in our school, within the classroom 
and all wider learning opportunities and we pride ourselves in maintaining the highest possible levels 
of attendance for all.  
 
High levels of attendance have been proven in many studies to promote learning, attainment, 
engagement and support a happy and fulfilling school experience. It is the legal requirement of all 
parents/carers to ensure that their child regularly attends school, and it is important to note the impact 
that time off school can have. The image of the ladder below, which can be found in pupils’ planners, 
and the table of time off demonstrate profoundly the impact that not being in school can have.  
 

 
 
 
Coupled with this is the importance of punctuality, both to school and within lessons. As with 
attendance the detrimental impact that poor punctuality can have on learning, achievement and 
engagement is clear and the table below can show the impact that this can have. 
 

Minutes late per day 
during the school year 

 

Days of 
teaching lost in a year as a result of being late to 

school or lessons. 
 

Number of 
lessons lost 

5 mins 3.4 days 19 

10 mins 6.9 days 39 

15 mins 10.3 days 53 

20 mins 13.8 days 72 

30 mins 20.7 days 107 

 
In order to support high levels of attendance and punctuality for your child you are now able to log on 
to the EduLink app and see your child’s current attendance (please see the last page of this letter, 
showing how this can be accessed). I would encourage all parents and carers to engage with this 
information and discuss the potential impact that this can be having with your child, should their 
attendance be an area for concern. 
 
 



Below is content from the Autumn attendance letter, to remind all parents and carers as to the 
procedures and suggestive supportive measures to ensure attendance remains as high as possible for 
your child.  
 
Extract from Autumn Letter - The importance of punctuality and regular attendance.  
 
Please can you make time to talk to your child(ren) and remind them that: 
 

• All students must be in their tutor room by 8:45am to ensure a purposeful start to each day. 
• All students must arrive to each lesson swiftly to ensure that each learning opportunity is  
maximised – a short movement time is allowed to ensure that pupils have sufficient time to  
move around our building. 
• All students should strive to catch-up on any work missed through absence to ensure that 
they do not fall behind their peers. 
• Any student who arrives at school after 9am without a specific and acceptable reason will be 
marked as unauthorised absence and lose half a day’s attendance on their record.  

 
To reinforce the importance of regular attendance and ensure a positive start to each school day please 
look to utilise the following supportive measures: 
 

• Help your child(ren) to develop a night-time routine – a regular bedtime is key to ensuring  
that students get enough sleep and are rested and ready for each day of learning. 
• Limit time on devices – having an agreed ‘switch-off’ time for electronic devices can be key  
to building positive relationships and supports students in being able to relax at home. 
• Build a morning routine – ensuring that students have breakfast supports a healthy start to  
the day and boosts their metabolism which will allow them to be more alert and make more  
of each learning opportunity. 

 
We can often feel worse in the morning and if your child is feeling unwell but can come into school, 
please make sure that they do. Please use EduLink to inform us if this is the case and we can monitor 
them throughout the day; we will always contact you if your child is too unwell to continue at school. 
We find that this approach often reduces the amount of time lost to avoidable absence.  
 
Whilst we can see the immediate benefits of regular school attendance, it is also key to remember that 
we can be contacted by colleges, training providers and employers to enquire about student’s levels of 
attendance. A regular attendance goes a long way to ensuring a positive first impression of a student 
in terms of their future. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support in ensuring that your child 
experiences excellent education every day. Please now turn to the final page to support your access of 
EduLink. If you have any issues accessing this information please contact your child’s Head of Year.  
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr D Spicer 

Assistant Headteacher 



A guide to EduLink Attendance 

 

 

From EduLink home page 

please select the attendance 

icon 

 

This page will be displayed 

which is attendance for the 

current month. Select the 

Statutory Academic Year at the 

top of the page to show 

attendance since September.  

 

This will display current 

attendance and then show all 

reasons from absence since 

September.  


