Welcome to this term’s edition of

.

In this edition we focus on what it really means to ‘read to
learn.’ We would be wrong to assume that every child arrives to
secondary school as a fluent reader. In order to be able to learn
across all subjects, we need to focus on the master skill first,
which is reading. A leading expert on reading, James Murphy,
says that “To be unable to read is to be locked out, to grasp the
edges of conversation, to be without the knowledge of one’s
companions. It is to be terrified of failure, and haunted by its
presence. It is humiliation and frustration, and it builds into
anger, or despair.” (2014)
We prioritise reading skills at QB: read on to discover how you
can support your child with reading to learn at home as well as
at school.
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Top Tip: Plan for time spent reading
“Small, daily acts of reading matter”
This is the message from Alex Quigley who is an expert on ‘closing
the reading gap’
To support your child in making daily reading a habit, they have
been set a reading log to complete for their English homework at
KS3. This should encourage them to read, or listen to an audiobook
for at least twenty minutes a day. Your child should continue to do
this in KS4 and beyond, even when not monitored by us in school.
You can support your child by talking to them about when they are
planning to read.

Some of our pupils have shared that they like to
read:
• As soon as they get home, with a hot drink and
a snack;
• Before bed, to wind down and get away from
screens;
• Together with a parent or carer;
• With siblings after dinner.
Could any of these options work for your family and your
household routine? Make a plan!

Expert Opinion

Extracts from ‘Alex Quigley, Closing the Reading Gap’

If you can read this, thank a teacher
Anonymous

As you begin to read this book – word by word, page by page –
with seeming effortlessness, you are in fact enacting one of the
greatest inventions, and achievements in human history.
Take a moment to process that fact, as you sit reading on the settee
in your pyjamas, or as you ride the train on the way home from
work. Enacting this everyday magic is something that you likely take
for granted, given that it is so much part of who we are and what
we do. Plucking a book from our bookshelves and reading it can
prove a daily, near-automatic act for the majority of adults.
In what amounts to only a mere sliver of our evolutionary history –
a paltry few thousand years – we have developed our ability to
read. As a result, It has propelled our civilisation into modernity.
And so, now, for a mere 250 milliseconds, you will fixate on each
word you read – before sweeping automatically from left to right –
then near instantly processing these inky marks into sounds, then
transforming them into a rich web of interconnected meaning. That
meaning will be plundered from a vast store of knowledge accrued
over a lifetime that you’ll unlock with apparent ease.
For many of us, ruminating on the word ‘reading’ can unlock
potent memories of reading in the cosy lap of a loved one. For me,
it evokes a hazy image of my father reading to me at my bedside.
Early reading, whether it is in a parent’s lap, on the carpet in the
classroom, or a snug reading corner, gently but indelibly imprints
upon us the mould from which will cast a lifetime of
communication in the world.

Beyond powerful personal experiences, reading will prove the
master skill of school, unlocking the academic curriculum for our
pupils. Though the majority of children will go on to learn to read,
it will not prove as ‘natural’ as we think. Yes – many will read
fluently and make rapid reading gains, often regardless of the
quality of instruction in the classroom – but this will not be the
case for all. For too many children, reading is not a right that they
acquire with anything like ease. This reality can crash into our
consciousness when our pupils struggle to read in our class, or sit
an exam, and are barred from understanding words and concepts
that we assume every child will know.
For many children in England, their reading ability is steadily
improving, yet there are also critical markers to indicate
fundamental reading gaps. For example, only 73% of pupils leaving
primary school reached the expected level for reading in 2019. Put
simply then, one in four children will not read well in school and
likely beyond. This reading gap between primary and secondary
school can see many pupils unprepared for the changing demands
of academic reading in secondary school.
We also know that children of all backgrounds who were read to
regularly by their parents at age 5 perform better in maths,
vocabulary and spelling at age 16, compared to those who were
not read to at home. A Department of Education poll of 2,685
parents also revealed that only a third (31%) of children are read to
at home daily. And so, before a child ever sets foot in our schools,
with each library that goes unvisited and each story characters that
goes unmet, the reading gap is opened. If it grows during schooling
there is the threat of damaging consequences for individuals and
our society.
Small, daily acts of reading matter.

Reading Recommendations
KS3 Recomendation:

Perfect for fans of Raina Telgemeier (Smile, Drama), New Kid is a
graphic novel about starting over at a new school where
diversity is low and the struggle to fit in is real.
Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about
his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his
dreams, his parents enrol him in a prestigious private school
known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of
colour in his entire grade.
As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights
apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan
soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not really
fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new
school culture while keeping his neighbourhood friends and
staying true to himself?

KS4 Recommendation:

From international phenomenon Angie Thomas comes
a hard-hitting return to Garden Heights with the story
of Maverick Carter, Starr's father, set seventeen years
before the events of the award-winning The Hate U
Give.
With his King Lord dad in prison and his mom working
two jobs, seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter falls
further into his life on the street. Life's not perfect, but
he's got everything under control. Until he finds out
he's a father...

Parent/Carer Recommendation:
One of the most dynamic and globally recognized entertainment
forces of our time opens up fully about his life, in a brave and
inspiring book that traces his learning curve to a place where
outer success, inner happiness, and human connection are
aligned. Along the way, Will tells the story in full of one of the
most amazing rides through the worlds of music and film that
anyone has ever had.
The combination of genuine wisdom of universal value and a life
story that is preposterously entertaining, even astonishing, puts
Will the book, like its author, in a category by itself.

Reading News
Book Buzz is Coming to Town!

If your child is in Year 7 then they will shortly be coming home with a brand new,
completely free Book Buzz book to kick start their festive reading. They have chosen
this book with the support of their English teacher. Have a look at the book and talk
about why they chose it. If your child is in Year 8, have a look at the titles for possible
Christmas shopping ideas! Check out the website for linked activities and more book
recommendations: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-andcampaigns/bookbuzz/

A Boy Called Christmas

The incredible Matt Haig’s ‘A Boy Called
Christmas’ novel has been transformed from
page to stage. Why not read this one together
before a Christmassy cinema trip? There are
lots of other books which have been turned
into film classics. Did you know that your child
will study A Christmas Carol for their English
Literature GCSE?

Lost your Flow?

Penguin Books have found that many people have ‘lost
their flow’ with reading during the pandemic. They
have released some tips for how to get back into
reading:

Crimbo Shopping

Stuck on what to buy your
young reader? Check out the
new book subscription offer
with Bookily:
https://giftcards.nationalboo
ktokens.com/bookily?utm_so
urce=nbt&utm_medium=em
ail&utm_content=buybookily&utm_campaign=202
11125_bookily-launch

Tips for finding your flow:
•Go back to old favourites: In times of uncertainty, we
need all the comfort we can get. Return to tried and
tested favourites you know you'll love re-reading.
•Start your day with a book: It's hard to focus on a
story when you've got a thousand things whizzing
around your brain so even 10 minutes with a book,
straight after you wake up, could help you start the
day on the right foot.
•Cordon off some time: Set aside a regular chunk of
time, be it daily, weekly or whatever frequency works
best, just for reading. These boundaries will help you
get into a state of flow and fall in love with reading
again.

