
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/carers, 
 
Ref: Yr7 Social Media 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well in these very challenging and unpredictable times. Normally I would 
have had the chance to meet you all face to face at parents evening; this year things have been a little 
different.  
 
The last time we met was probably at Open Evening when your child was in year 6. During my time with 
you then, I made no secret of my dislike for social media and the damage it can do on so many fronts. A 
smartphone places into the hands of children, access to everything the World Wide Web has to offer, this 
cannot and should not be handed over without due care and restrictions. It is my strong belief, based on my 
experiences as a headteacher that the combination of the access to all that smartphones offer, children’s 
natural curiosity and their arrival at secondary school requires very careful managing. 
 
Last week we have been dealing with the fall out of inappropriate WhatsApp activity from Year 7. All of this 
has happened out of school hours, however, such activity spills out into school and some children have 
struggled to act appropriately. 
 
I am not in any way trying to interfere with the decisions you take as parents, however, I do appeal to you to 
be fully engaged with your child’s social media activity. I want to assure you that if any aspect of ICT is 
misused in school on our equipment, or if there is any misuse of the school email system either in or out of 
normal school hours, then, due to the sophisticated filters in operation, we will identify and address this 
misuse. Fortunately, this type of misuse is incredibly rare and this is helped by the fact that pupils are not 
able to access any social media sites on our network. 
 
Most of the inappropriate use of the internet is done from home or on pupils’ mobile devices during 
evenings, weekends and holidays. The responsibility for monitoring a child’s use of social media, or indeed 
the internet in general, must lie with parents/guardians. We strongly encourage you to discuss issues 
around this with your children. If your child is the victim of inappropriate use then we strongly recommend 
that you report the matter to both the website developer and to the police. The unique circumstances of this 
year has meant that children have been online much more. I talked to pupils on Friday in school about the 
secretive nature of social media which goes on behind closed doors and at all times of the day, this level of 
activity requires some moderation. 
 
              
At the start of your time with Queensbridge it is crucially important that we work together on these matters. 
These issues are not unique to Queensbridge and talking with other headteachers and colleague’s misuse 
of social media is a nationwide issue. Supporting children to navigate this world in a healthy way is 
paramount. I encourage you to discuss this with your child, please talk about the groups they are on and 
the platforms they use. Pupils have to understand the consequences of their on line presence and take 
responsibility for their posts and activity. Through Tool Kit For Life (TFL) in school we explore this with 
pupils and explain to them the law and the severe consequences that can follow. The school newsletter has 
included information and links to support parents and pupils with maintaining a healthy on line presence. 
              
             PTO. 



 
We are living in very challenging and unpredictable times. I am not naïve to the pressures that young 
people face in this on line world, please be assured that school will continue to support pupils to be healthy 
on line. Working in partnership with parents is powerful, we all want our children to be safe, happy and 
successful at school. 
 
Kind regards and stay safe. 
 

 
H Reeves 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


