


Welcome to May’s edition of .

This month’s edition focuses on becoming a ‘logophile’ which 
simply means a lover of words. As we move into the summer 
term, we’re all starting to create tbr (to be read) piles for the 
summer holidays! Why not start a list of things that you could 
read and discuss alongside your child over the warmer months? 

We were delighted to receive many generous donations to our 
recent Crowdfunding project. We have already distributed 
books to pupils in KS3 and look forward to doing the same with 
KS4 over the next few weeks. This would not have been possible 
without the pledges from our community and we were 
humbled by some of the inspiring comments left behind on our 
page. You can see some of them on our ‘Reading News’ page. 
Thank you!

To stay up to date with everything
reading, follow us!

Twitter: @QbridgeLibrary

Instagram: @qb_schlibrary
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Top Tip #3
Talk to your child about a variety of weird and 
wonderful things. Chatting will develop their 
language and vocabulary skills, especially if you can 
throw in a few interesting words along the way.

Knowing how to talk to your teen can be tough. Here are a 
few top tips to allow conversation to flow easily…

1. Choose the right time and place. Are you both tired after 
a busy day? Try to think about your child, jumping on 
them as they walk through the door will probably not 
work. Try chatting as you do something else to make it 
less intense, e.g. cooking, driving etc.

2. Lower your defences. It’s easy to always talk to children as 
the authority in charge. Try to be on their level.

3. Listen, then talk. Let them steer the conversation and 
always listen to their opinions and viewpoints with 
interest. You don’t have to agree! Real joy and 
connection can come as you learn about each other’s 
differences. Ask them what words they enjoy using.

4. Use wonderful words. As you talk, try to use an unusual 
word, even if it’s slang. The idea is to create curiosity and 
a sense of fun around language. 



Expert Opinions

Try listening to this fun and inspiring podcast which explores 
the wonder of words:

Tom Read Wilson is joined by guests 
from around the UK (and beyond!) as 
he explores the fascinating world of 
local lingo, everyday slang, accents, 
and words. What unique phrases 
define your hometown? Tom, with the 
help of celebrity guests and listeners, 
is on a mission to discover them all!
Tom Read Wilson has words with... on 
acast

Why Closing the Word Gap Matters: 
An Extract from the Oxford Language Report, 2018

Language opens doors. It unlocks the world of reading and the imagination, the 
excitement of writing, the capacity to explore new subjects and releases our 
potential to learn and grow as an individual. In schools, it underpins progress, 
impacts on attainment throughout primary and secondary years, affects self-esteem 
and behaviour and plays a huge role in a child’s future life chances. Without enough 
language – a word gap – a child is seriously limited in their enjoyment of school and 
success beyond.

There is abundant evidence that the rate at which children develop language is 
sensitive to the amount of input that they receive from parents and primary carers. A 
strong correlation can be made between the number of words a child comes in 
contact with on a daily basis and the breadth of their vocabulary. 

Alongside quantity, the quality of parent-child interactions is also an important factor. 
High quality interactions include talking about the child’s focus of interest, varying 
vocabulary, and using words in different contexts. These interactions give children a 
stronger grasp of language by the time they start school, an advantage which stays 
with them throughout their education. If it is not dealt with in the early years, the 
word gap is shown to widen as the child gets older. Quantity and quality of parent-
child communication interactions are vital.



Pupil Opinion

It gives us great pleasure to showcase a wonderful poem on the power of reading from 
one of our talented Year 8 students:

They saved me.
its deadly but calming,
its quiet and simple,
I am free but not from the outside world,
I escape from the real world by just turning a page,
Maybe horror, action or maybe romance.
Not matter what a good book can cure your boredom.
I could escape through a wardrobe to Narnia,
Maybe have superpowers or live in a different universe,
Live in the Georgian era and be one of the Dashwood sisters.
I could travel to the north and help save kids being captured from 
the gobblers.
Maybe I could be a demi-god and travel to camp half-blood.
But the problem is they are just booking I cannot step into them 
and live that life,
So, I read books over and over again.
Living a different life each time.
If I did not read, I would have to face the reality that some people 
just think they are words,
but they are not,
every book is a different life, a new beginning, and an unexpected 
end.

By T. Stevens



Reading Recommendations

KS3 Recomendation:
You gotta know the rules to play the game. Ball is life. 
Take it to the hoop. Soar. What can we imagine for our 
lives? What if we were the star players, moving and 
grooving through the game of life? What if we had our 
own rules of the game to help us get what we want, 
what we aspire to, what will enrich our lives? The 
Playbook provides inspiration on the court of life, this 
motivational and inspirational book is for for anyone 
needing a little bit of encouragement.

KS4 Recommendation:
Love in Color showcases love stories from 
history and mythology retold with new 
detail. These are captivating stories that 
travel across different perspectives, 
continents, and genres. 

Parent/Carer Recommendation:
Small lives, love and loneliness, wit and 
despair all wrapped in an unexpected 
mystery and placed in a perfectly-realised 
50s setting. Effortless to read, but every 
sentence lingers in the mind.



Reading News

Year 11 Book Club
KS4 poetry: Zone In Sofa Sessions – poetry for young people | 
Words for Life

#WorldBookDay
March 4th was World Book Day and KS3 celebrated in style!
A day of thoughtful activities, competitions and visiting speakers resulted in
An astronomical amount of reading recognition points and postcards home, 
As well as book prizes and even some chocolate thrown in for good measure! The 
highlight of the day had to be Ken Wilson-Max’s inspiring talk about representation in 
children’s books…

Crowdfunding
Thank you to everyone who donated so generously. We raised an 
unbelievable £1,700! Limited Edition book plates are winging their way to 
new homes this week. Here are some of the heartwarming comments that 
made us smile:


